PETITION FOR TEMPORARY CUSTODY BY EXTENDED FAMILY
MEMBER

THE CLERK’S OFFICE DOES NOT GIVE REFUNDS ON PACKET FEES OR FILING FEES
NO PERSONAL CHECKS
NO WHITE OUT

You MUST have all forms completed before turning in to Clerk.
The Clerk’s office does NOT review your documents.
It is YOUR responsibility to ensure procedures are followed correctly as you are filing
as a Self-Represented Litigant.
Please do not turn in instruction sheets or unsigned documents.

Required forms included in this packet:
o Civil Coversheet
Petition for Temporary Custody by Extended Family Member
Consent and Waiver from Parent (one from each parent. You CANNOT file without consent)
Notice of Limitations of Services Provided
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act Affidavit (UCCJEA)
Non-Military Affidavit
Notice of Related Cases

You will also need the following items:
e Copy of your Driver’s License or ID card
o Certified copy of death certificate if a parent is deceased.

INSTRUCTIONS:

Complete the required forms and make/keep a copy for service on the other party.

Provide copies of your Driver License/ID Card

Submit all of these documents to the Clerk with the forms and filing fee

Wait at least two weeks to hear from the Case Manager in the Family Law Court Staff office (separate
from the Clerk’s office). If you do not hear from the Case Manager within two weeks, please contact the
case managers listed below either by telephone or by email.

CALL THE CASE MANAGER FOR UPDATES.

AN NN

<

NOTE: You should keep a copy of the SIGNED Petition, UCCJEA and Financial Affidavit to use for service
of process AFTER your case manager contacts you. Otherwise, the Clerk charges $1.00 per page for copying
these documents from your file.

Note: Case Managers cannot help you complete the forms. If you need assistance we encourage you to contact an
attorney.

Cary Godwin, Case Manager, 850-718-0480 or godwinc@jud14.flcourts.org

(Calhoun, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson and Washington Counties)

Packet Fee $4.80 / Filing Fee $300


mailto:godwinc@jud14.flcourts.org

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA FAMILY LAW RULES OF PROCEDURE

FORM 12.928, COVER SHEET FOR FAMILY COURT CASES (11/13)

When should this form be used?

The Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases and the information contained in it neither replace nor
supplement the filing and service of pleadings or other documents as required by law. This form
shall be filed by the petitioner/party opening or reopening a case for the use of the clerk of the
circuit court for the purpose of reporting judicial workload data pursuant to Florida Statutes
section 25.075.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. The petitioner must file this cover sheet with
the first pleading or motion filed to open or reopen a case in all domestic and juvenile cases.

What should I do next?

Follow these instructions for completing the form:

Case Style. Enter the name of the court, the appropriate case number assigned at the time
of filing of the original petition, the name of the judge assigned (if applicable), and the name
(last, first, middle initial) of the petitioner(s) and respondent(s).

Type of Action /Proceeding. Place a check beside the proceeding you are initiating. If you are
simultaneously filing more than one type of proceeding against the same opposing party,
such as a modification and an enforcement proceeding, complete a separate cover sheet for
each action being filed.

(A) Initial Action/Petition

(B) Reopening Case. If you check “Reopening Case,” indicate whether you are filing a
modification or supplemental petition or an action for enforcement by placing a check
beside the appropriate action/petition.
1. Modification/Supplemental Petition
2. Motion for Civil Contempt/ Enforcement
3. Other — All reopening actions not involving modification/supplemental petitions or

petition enforcement.

Type of Case. Place a check beside the appropriate case. If the case fits more than one

category, select the most definitive. Definitions of the categories are provided below.

(A) Simplified Dissolution of Marriage- petitions for the termination of marriage pursuant to
Florida Family Law Rule of Procedure 12.105.

(B) Dissolution of Marriage - petitions for the termination of marriage pursuant to Chapter
61, Florida Statutes, other than simplified dissolution.

(C) Domestic Violence - all matters relating to injunctions for protection against domestic
violence pursuant to section 741.30, Florida Statutes.

Instructions for Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.928, Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases
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(D) Dating Violence - all matters relating to injunctions for protection against dating
violence pursuant to section 784.046, Florida Statutes.

(E) Repeat Violence - all matters relating to injunctions for protection against repeat
violence pursuant to section 784.046, Florida Statutes.

(F) Sexual Violence - all matters relating to injunctions for protection against sexua
violence pursuant to section 784.046, Florida Statutes.

(G) Stalking-all matters relating to injunctions for protection against stalking pursuant to
section 784.0485, Florida Statutes

(H) Support - IV-D - all matters relating to child or spousal support in which an application
for assistance has been filed with the Department of Revenue, Child Support
Enforcement under Title IV-D, Social Security Act, except for such matters relating to
dissolution of marriage petitions (sections 409.2564, 409.2571, and 409.2597, Florida
Statutes), paternity, or UIFSA.

(I) Support-Non IV-D - all matters relating to child or spousal support in which an
application for assistance has not been filed under Title IV-D, Social Security Act.

(J) UIFSA- IV-D - all matters relating to Chapter 88, Florida Statutes, in which an application
for assistance has been filed under Title IV-D, Social Security Act.

(K) UIFSA - Non IV-D - all matters relating to Chapter 88, Florida Statutes, in which an
application for assistance has not been filed under Title IV-D, Social Security Act.

(L) Other Family Court - all matters involving time-sharing and/or parenting plans relating
to minor child(ren), support unconnected with dissolution of marriage, annulment,
delayed birth certificates pursuant to Florida Statutes section 382.0195, expedited
affirmation of parental status pursuant to Florida Statutes section 742.16, termination
of parental rights proceedings pursuant to Florida Statutes section 63.087, declaratory
judgment actions related to premarital, marital, post-marital agreements, or other
matters not included in the categories above.

(M) Adoption Arising Out Of Chapter 63 - all matters relating to adoption pursuant to
Chapter 63, Florida Statutes, excluding any matters arising out of Chapter 39, Florida
Statutes.

(N) Name Change - all matters relating to name change, pursuant to section 68.07, Florida
Statutes.

(O) Paternity/Disestablishment of Paternity — all matters relating to paternity pursuant to
Chapter 742, Florida Statutes.

(P) Juvenile Delinquency - all matters relating to juvenile delinquency pursuant to Chapter
985, Florida Statutes.

(Q) Petition for Dependency - all matters relating to petitions for dependency.

(R) Shelter Petition — all matters relating to shelter petitions pursuant to Chapter 39, Florida
Statutes.

(S) Termination of Parental Rights Arising Out Of Chapter 39 — all matters relating to
termination of parental rights pursuant to Chapter 39, Florida Statutes.

(T) Adoption Arising Out Of Chapter 39 — all matters relating to adoption pursuant to
Chapter 39, Florida Statutes.

(U) CINS/FINS — all matters relating to children in need of services (and families in need of
services) pursuant to Chapter 984, Florida Statutes.

Instructions for Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.928, Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases
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ATTORNEY OR PARTY SIGNATURE. Sign the Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases. Print legibly the
name of the person signing the Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases. Attorneys must include a
Florida Bar number. Insert the date the Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases is signed. Signature is
a certification that filer has provided accurate information on the Cover Sheet for Family Court
Cases.

Nonlawyer Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer
helps you fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of Disclosure from Nonlawyer,
Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer
helping you fill out these forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number
on the bottom of the last page of every form he or she helps you complete.

Where can I look for more information?

Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self-Represented Litigants”
found at the beginning of these forms. For further information, see Rule 12.100, Florida Family
Law Rules of Procedure.

Instructions for Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.928, Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases
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COVER SHEET FOR FAMILY COURT CASES

I. Case Style
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:
Judge:
Petitioner
and
Respondent

Type of Action/Proceeding. Place a check beside the proceeding you are initiating. If you are
simultaneously filing more than one type of proceeding against the same opposing party,
such as a modification and an enforcement proceeding, complete a separate cover sheet for
each action being filed. If you are reopening a case, choose one of the three options below

it.

(A) [ _nitial Action/Petition
(B) _[ Reopening Case
1. [ Modification/Supplemental Petition
2. [ Motion for Civil Contempt/Enforcement
3. _[O other

Type of Case. If the case fits more than one type of case, select the most definitive.

(A) [ _Simplified Dissolution of Marriage

(8) _[O _Dissolution of Marriage

(¢) [ Domestic Violence

(D) [0 Dating Violence

() [0 Repeat Violence

(F) _[_Sexual Violence

(G) _[_stalking

(H) _[_Support IV-D (Department of Revenue, Child Support Enforcement)

() _[ Support Non-IV-D (not Department of Revenue, Child Support Enforcement)
() _[_UIFSA IV-D (Department of Revenue, Child Support Enforcement)

(K) _[1_UIFSA Non-IV-D (not Department of Revenue, Child Support Enforcement)
(L) _[_Other Family Court

(M) _[1_Adoption Arising Out Of Chapter 63

(N) _[J Name Change

Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.928, Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases (11/13)



(0) A Paternity/Disestablishment of Paternity

(P) [ Juvenile Delinquency

(Q) [ _ Petition for Dependency

(R) l Shelter Petition

(S) [ Termination of Parental Rights Arising Out Of Chapter 39
(T i Adoption Arising Out Of Chapter 39

(U) [ CINS/FINS

IV. Rule of Judicial Administration 2.545(d) requires that a Notice of Related Cases Form, Family
Law Form 12.900(h), be filed with the initial pleading/petition by the filing attorney or self-
represented litigant in order to notify the court of related cases. Is Form 12.900(h) being
filed with this Cover Sheet for Family Court Cases and initial pleading/petition?

_[ No, to the best of my knowledge, no related cases exist.
[ VYes, all related cases are listed on Family Law Form 12.900(h).

ATTORNEY OR PARTY SIGNATURE

| CERTIFY that the information | have provided in this cover sheet is accurate to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

Signature FL Bar No.:
Attorney or party (Bar number,if attorney)
(Type or print name) (E-mail Address(es))
Date

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS
BELOW: [fill in all blanks]

This form was prepared for the: {choose only one} ([]) Petitioner ([]) Respondent
This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual}
{name of business} )
{address}
{city} , {state} , {telephone number }
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FORM 12.970(a)
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY CUSTODY BY EXTENDED FAMILY
(02/18)

When should this form be used?

This form should be used by an extended family member to obtain temporary custody of a child or
children pursuant to Chapter 751, Florida Statutes. This form should not be used if you are a parent
seeking to establish parental responsibility or time-sharing with a child or children.

An Extended Family Member is:

A relative of a minor child within the third degree by blood or marriage to the parent;

OR

The stepparent of a minor child if the stepparent is currently married to the parent of the child and is not
a party in a pending dissolution, separate maintenance, domestic violence, or other civil or criminal
proceeding in any court of competent jurisdiction involving one or both of the child(ren)’s parents as an
adverse party.

You may file a Petition for Temporary Custody if:

You have the signed, notarized consents of the child(ren)’s legal parents;

OR

You are an extended family member who is caring full time for the child(ren) in the role of a substitute
parent and with whom the child(ren) is (are) presently living.

If one of the minor child(ren)’s parents objects to the Petition, the court shall grant the Petition only upon
a finding, by clear and convincing evidence, that the child(ren)’s parent or parents are unfit to provide for
the care and control of the child(ren). In determining that a parent is unfit, the court must find that the
parent has abused, abandoned, or neglected the child(ren), as defined in Chapter 39, Florida Statutes. If
you do not have the parents’ consents you should consult a family law attorney before you file your
papers.

If you do not meet the qualifications above, you should talk to an attorney about other options. You may
also report any suspected abuse, abandonment, or neglect to the appropriate authorities.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. After completing this form, you should sign the form
before a notary public or deputy clerk. You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in
the county where you live and keep a copy for your records.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.970(a), Petition for Temporary Custody By
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING

The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file.
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION

After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving pleadings
by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link to the Rules of
Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules of Court in the
A-Z Topical Index.

SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL;, HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT
REQUIRED TO DO SO. If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made.

To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears. Please
CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme Court
Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516.

What should I do next?

IF YOU HAVE SIGNED AND NOTARIZED WAIVERS OF SERVICE OF PROCESS AND CONSENTS from the
child(ren)’s parents , and the case is uncontested, you may contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or
judicial assistant, to set a final hearing. You must notify the child(ren)’s parents of the hearing by using
a Notice of Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other
appropriate notice of hearing form.

If one of the parents is deceased, you must file a certified copy of the proof of death.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE SIGNED AND NOTARIZED WAIVERS OF SERVICE OF PROCESS AND CONSENTS from
the child(ren)’s parents, you must properly notify the parents of the petition. If you know where he or she
lives, you should use personal service. If you absolutely do not know where he or she lives after
conducting a diligent search, you may use constructive service. You must complete all of the searches

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.970(a), Petition for Temporary Custody By
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listed in the Affidavit of Diligent Search and Inquiry, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form
12.913(c), and file the form with the clerk. You should seek legal advice on constructive service as this is
a complicated area of the law. If the identity of one parent is unknown, you will need to seek legal advice
to determine the proper way to serve an unknown parent. For more information, see Chapter 49, Florida
Statutes.

If personal service is used, the parents have 20 days to answer after being served with your petition. Your
case will generally proceed in one of the following ways:

DEFAULT. If after 20 days, no answer has been filed, you may file a Motion for Default, Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.922(a), with the clerk of court. You must file a Notice for Trial, Florida
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.924. Then, if you have filed all of the required papers, you
may contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant, to set a final hearing. You must notify
the child(ren)’s parents of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court
Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of hearing form.

CONTESTED. If either parent files an answer which disagrees with or denies anything in your petition and
you are unable to settle the disputed issues, you must file a Notice for Trial, Florida Supreme Court
Approved Family Law Form 12.924, to request a final hearing. Some circuits may require the completion
of mediation before a final hearing may be set. You should contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or
judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your case for trial (final hearing).

At any time, either or both of the child(ren)’s parents may petition the court to modify or terminate the
order granting temporary custody. The court shall terminate the order upon a finding that the parent is
a fit parent, or by the consent of the parties. The court may modify an order granting temporary custody
if the parties consent or if the modification is in the best interest of the child(ren).

Where can I look for more information?

Before proceeding, you should read General Information for Self-Represented Litigants found at the
beginning of these forms. The words that are in bold underline in these instructions are defined there.
For further information, see Chapter 751 and Chapter 39, Florida Statutes.

Special Notes. ..

If you do not have the money to pay the filing fee, you may obtain an application for Determination of
Civil Indigent Status, fill it out, and the clerk will determine whether you are eligible to have filing fees
deferred.

With this petition, you must file the following and provide a copy to the other party:

e Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCIEA) Affidavit, Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d).

o Notice of Related Cases, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(h).

e Family Court Cover Sheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.928.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.970(a), Petition for Temporary Custody By
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e Non-Military Affidavit, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.912(b). (Required
only for obtaining a default on petitions that have been personally or constructively served. Not
required if both parents have signed a waiver and consent)

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill out these
forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules of
Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms must
also put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every form he
or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.970(a), Petition for Temporary Custody By
Extended Family (02/18)



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No:
Division:

IN THE INTEREST OF

ChiId(ren)’
Petitioner’,
and
Respondent/ ,'
Respondent/ ,
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY CUSTODY BY EXTENDED FAMILY
Petitioner, {full legal name} , being sworn, certifies that the

following information is true:
1. Thisis an action for temporary custody pursuant to Chapter 751, Florida Statutes.

2. Petitioner requests temporary custody of the following minor child(ren):
Name Date of Birth Current Address

3. Petitioner completed a Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act Affidavit,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), which was filed with this Petition.
The affidavit includes the names and current addresses of the persons with whom the child(ren)
has(have) lived during the past 5 years, the places where the child(ren) has(have) lived during the
past 5 years, and information concerning any custody proceeding in this or any other state with
respect to the child(ren). If the Affidavit is not completely filled out, signed under oath, and filed
with the Petition, the case may be dismissed without hearing.

4. Petitioner is an extended family member who is: {Choose one only}
Related to the minor child(ren) within the third degree by blood or marriage to a parent;

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.970(a), Petition for Temporary Custody By Extended Family
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OR

J:l_ The stepparent of the minor child(ren), is married to Respondent {full legal name}
and is not a party in a pending dissolution, separate maintenance,
domestic violence, or other civil or criminal proceeding in any court of competent jurisdiction
involving one or both of the child(ren)’s parents as an adverse party.

5. Petitioner’s relationship to the minor child(ren) is:

6. The residence and post office address of the Petitioner is:

7. Petitioner is a proper person to be awarded temporary custody because: {Choose one only}
[1 Petitioner has the signed, notarized consent from both of the child(ren)’s legal parents;

OR
[_1 Petitioner is caring full time for the child(ren) in the role of a substitute parent and the
child(ren) currently live with the Petitioner.

If Petitioner does not have the signed consents from both parents or is not caring for the
child(ren) full time as a substitute parent, Petitioner cannot obtain temporary custody under

Chapter 751, Florida Statutes. Petitioner should consult an attorney about other options.

8. The legal parents of the child(ren) are:

a. , whose current address is:
b. , whose current address is:
9. The Consents of Parent {full legal name} and/or Parent
{full legal name} is/are attached to the Petition.
OR
{If Applicable} The Consent of Parent {full legal name} is not attached

because that parent is deceased. A certified copy of the proof of death is attached.
OR
Consent has NOT been obtained from the parents. The specific acts or omissions of the parents

which demonstrate that the parents have abused, abandoned, or neglected the child(ren) as
defined in Chapter 39, Florida Statutes are: (attach additional sheets if necessary)
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10. Petitioner requests temporary custody be granted for the following period of time:

The reasons that support this request are:

11. It is in the best interests of the child(ren) that the Petitioner have temporary custody of the
child(ren) for the following reasons:

12. ORDER OF PROTECTION

a. _|:|_Petitioner IS NOT aware of any temporary or permanent order for protection entered on
behalf of or against either parent, the Petitioner, or the child(ren) in Florida or any other
jurisdiction.

OR

b. J:l_Petitioner IS aware of the following temporary or permanent orders for protection
entered on behalf of or against either parent, the Petitioner, or the child(ren) in Florida
or any other jurisdiction. The court entering the order and the case number is:

13. TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CHILD SUPPORT ORDERS

a.|:| Petitioner IS NOT aware of any temporary or permanent orders for child support for the
minor child(ren).

OR

b._|:|_Petitioner IS aware of the following temporary or permanent order for child support for
the minor child(ren). The court entering the order and the case number is:

14. CHILD SUPPORT (Choose one only}

(You must have proof or waiver of service of process upon the parent(s) or a Waiver of Service of
Process and Consent for the court to consider an award for child support)

a.I:LPetitioner requests the court to order the parents to pay child support.
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b.|:|_Petitioner requests the court to redirect all or part of the parents’ existing child support
obligation(s) to the Petitioner.

c.I:l_Petitioner requests the court to redirect all or part of the parents’ existing child support
obligation(s) to the Petitioner, and to award the Petitioner retroactive child support .

15. Petitioner |:| requests :l_ does not request that the court establish reasonable visitation
or a time-sharing schedule with the parents.

16. Other:

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that this Court grant the Petitioner temporary custody of the child(ren)
subject to this proceeding; award the Petitioner other relief as requested; and award any other relief that
the Court deems necessary.

| understand that | am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this
petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/or
imprisonment.

Dated:

Signature of Petitioner
Printed Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip Code:
Telephone Number:
Fax Number:
Designated E-Mail Address(es):

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF

Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on by

NOTARY PUBLIC OR DEPUTY CLERK

{Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or
deputy clerk.}
_____Personally known
_____ Produced identification
Type of identification produced
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IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:
[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Petitioner.
This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual} ,
{name of business} ,
{address} ,
{city} , {state} ____, {zip code} , {telephone number}
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FORM 12.981(a)(1),
STEPPARENT ADOPTION: CONSENT AND WAIVER BY PARENT (11/15)

When should this form be used?

This form is to be completed and signed by the parent who is giving up all rights to, custody of, and
time- sharing with the minor child to be adopted. This consent shall not be executed before the birth of
the minor child. For more information about consenting to adoption, you should refer to Chapter 63,
Florida Statutes, and sections 63.062-63.082, Florida Statutes, in particular.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. It must be signed in the presence of a notary public or
deputy clerk and two witnesses other than the notary or clerk. You should file this form with the Joint
Petition for Adoption by Stepparent, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(b)(1).

After completing this form, you should hand deliver a copy or duplicate original to the parent giving
consent and have them sign the original saying they received a copy. Then you should file the original
with the clerk of the circuit court in the county where the Joint Petition for Adoption by Stepparent,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(b)(1) is filed and keep a copy for your records.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING

The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file.
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION

After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving pleadings
by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link to the Rules of
Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules of Court in the
A-Z Topical Index.

SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT
REQUIRED TO DO SO. If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and
Waiver by Parent (11/15)
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To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears.
Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516.

Special notes...

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill out
these forms, that person must give you a copy of Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules
of Procedure Form 12.900 (a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms
also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every
form he or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and
Waiver by Parent (11/15)



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.:

Division:

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF

{use name to be given to minor child(ren)} Adoptee(s).

CONSENT AND WAIVER BY PARENT

1. |, {full legal name} , am the {Choose only one}
father or J:l_ mother of the minor child(ren) subject to this consent who is/are:

Child’s Current Name Gender Birth date Birthplace
{city, county, state}

"D oo T W

2. I relinquish all rights to, custody of, and time sharing with this (these) minor child(ren),
{name(s)}

with full knowledge of the legal effect of the stepparent adoption and consent to the adoption
by the child(ren)’s stepparent whose name is: {Choose only one}
{name}

not required for my granting of this consent.

3. lunderstand my legal rights as a parent and | understand that | do not have to sign this consent
and release of my parental rights. | acknowledge that this consent is being given knowingly,
freely, and voluntarily. | further acknowledge that my consent is not given under fraud or
duress. | understand that there is a “grace period” in Florida during which | may revoke my
consent. If the child to be adopted is older than 6 months at the time of consent, this grace
period is for 3 business days. The term “business day” means any day on which the United
States Postal Service accepts certified mail for delivery. | understand that, in signing this
consent, | am permanently and forever giving up all my parental rights to and interest in this
(these) minor child(ren) and that this consent may only be withdrawn if the Court finds it was
obtained by fraud or duress. | voluntarily, permanently relinquish all my parental rights to this
(these) minor child(ren).

4. |consent, release, and give up permanently, of my own free will, my parental rights to this

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and Waiver by
Parent (11/15)



(these) minor child(ren), for the purpose of stepparent adoption.
5. 1waive any further notice of the stepparent adoption proceeding.

6. lunderstand that pursuant to Chapter 63, Florida Statutes, “an action or proceeding of any kind
to vacate, set aside, or otherwise nullify a judgment of adoption or an underlying judgment
terminating parental rights on any ground may not be filed more than 1 year after entry of the
judgment terminating parental rights.”

7. lunderstand | have the right to choose a person who does not have an employment,
professional, or personal relationship with the adoption entity or the prospective adoptive
parents to be present when this affidavit is executed and to sign it as a witness. The witness |
selected is: {full legal name}

I understand that | am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this
consent and waiver and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines
and/or imprisonment.

Dated: Signature of Parent:

Printed Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone Number:

Fax Number:

Designated E-mail Address(es):

Signature of Witness

Printed Name:

Business Address:

Home Address:

Driver’s License No.:
State ID Card No.:

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and Waiver by

Parent (11/15)

Signature of Witness

Printed Name:

Business Address:

Home Address:

Driver’s License No.:
State ID Card No.:




STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF

Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on {date}

NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK

{Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or
deputy clerk.}

Personally known
Produced identification
Type of identification produced

| hereby acknowledge receipt of a copy or duplicate original of this executed Consent and Waiver.

Signature of Parent

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:

[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the: {choose only one} ( ) Mother( ) Father

This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual} ,
{name of business} ,
{address} ,
{city} J{state} , {zip code} {telephone number}

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and Waiver by
Parent (11/15)



INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FORM 12.981(a)(1),
STEPPARENT ADOPTION: CONSENT AND WAIVER BY PARENT (11/15)

When should this form be used?

This form is to be completed and signed by the parent who is giving up all rights to, custody of, and
time- sharing with the minor child to be adopted. This consent shall not be executed before the birth of
the minor child. For more information about consenting to adoption, you should refer to Chapter 63,
Florida Statutes, and sections 63.062-63.082, Florida Statutes, in particular.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. It must be signed in the presence of a notary public or
deputy clerk and two witnesses other than the notary or clerk. You should file this form with the Joint
Petition for Adoption by Stepparent, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(b)(1).

After completing this form, you should hand deliver a copy or duplicate original to the parent giving
consent and have them sign the original saying they received a copy. Then you should file the original
with the clerk of the circuit court in the county where the Joint Petition for Adoption by Stepparent,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(b)(1) is filed and keep a copy for your records.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING

The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file.
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION

After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving pleadings
by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link to the Rules of
Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules of Court in the
A-Z Topical Index.

SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT
REQUIRED TO DO SO. If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and
Waiver by Parent (11/15)
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To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears.
Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516.

Special notes...

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill out
these forms, that person must give you a copy of Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules
of Procedure Form 12.900 (a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms
also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every
form he or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and
Waiver by Parent (11/15)



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.:

Division:

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF

{use name to be given to minor child(ren)} Adoptee(s).

CONSENT AND WAIVER BY PARENT

1. |, {full legal name} , am the {Choose only one}
father or J:l_ mother of the minor child(ren) subject to this consent who is/are:

Child’s Current Name Gender Birth date Birthplace
{city, county, state}

"D oo T W

2. I relinquish all rights to, custody of, and time sharing with this (these) minor child(ren),
{name(s)}

with full knowledge of the legal effect of the stepparent adoption and consent to the adoption
by the child(ren)’s stepparent whose name is: {Choose only one}
{name}

not required for my granting of this consent.

3. lunderstand my legal rights as a parent and | understand that | do not have to sign this consent
and release of my parental rights. | acknowledge that this consent is being given knowingly,
freely, and voluntarily. | further acknowledge that my consent is not given under fraud or
duress. | understand that there is a “grace period” in Florida during which | may revoke my
consent. If the child to be adopted is older than 6 months at the time of consent, this grace
period is for 3 business days. The term “business day” means any day on which the United
States Postal Service accepts certified mail for delivery. | understand that, in signing this
consent, | am permanently and forever giving up all my parental rights to and interest in this
(these) minor child(ren) and that this consent may only be withdrawn if the Court finds it was
obtained by fraud or duress. | voluntarily, permanently relinquish all my parental rights to this
(these) minor child(ren).

4. |consent, release, and give up permanently, of my own free will, my parental rights to this

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and Waiver by
Parent (11/15)



(these) minor child(ren), for the purpose of stepparent adoption.
5. 1waive any further notice of the stepparent adoption proceeding.

6. lunderstand that pursuant to Chapter 63, Florida Statutes, “an action or proceeding of any kind
to vacate, set aside, or otherwise nullify a judgment of adoption or an underlying judgment
terminating parental rights on any ground may not be filed more than 1 year after entry of the
judgment terminating parental rights.”

7. lunderstand | have the right to choose a person who does not have an employment,
professional, or personal relationship with the adoption entity or the prospective adoptive
parents to be present when this affidavit is executed and to sign it as a witness. The witness |
selected is: {full legal name}

I understand that | am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this
consent and waiver and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines
and/or imprisonment.

Dated: Signature of Parent:

Printed Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone Number:

Fax Number:

Designated E-mail Address(es):

Signature of Witness

Printed Name:

Business Address:

Home Address:

Driver’s License No.:
State ID Card No.:

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and Waiver by

Parent (11/15)

Signature of Witness

Printed Name:

Business Address:

Home Address:

Driver’s License No.:
State ID Card No.:




STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF

Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on {date}

NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK

{Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or
deputy clerk.}

Personally known
Produced identification
Type of identification produced

| hereby acknowledge receipt of a copy or duplicate original of this executed Consent and Waiver.

Signature of Parent

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:

[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the: {choose only one} ( ) Mother( ) Father

This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual} ,
{name of business} ,
{address} ,
{city} J{state} , {zip code} {telephone number}

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.981(a)(1), Stepparent Adoption: Consent and Waiver by
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CASE NO.

NOTICE OF LIMITATIONS OF SERVICES PROVIDED

The personnel in the self-help program are not acting as your lawyer or
providing legal advice to you.

Self-help personnel are not acting on behalf of the court or any judge. The
presiding judge in your case may require amendment of a form or
substitution of a different form. The judge is not required to grant the
relief requested in a form.

The personnel in this self-help program cannot tell you what your legal
rights or remedies are, represent you in court, or tell you how to testify in
court.

Self-help services are available to all persons who are or will be parties to a
family law case.

The information that you give to and receive from self-help personnel is not
confidential and may be subject to disclosure at a later date. If another
person involved in your case seeks assistance from the self-help program,
that person will be given the same type of assistance that you receive.

In all cases, it is best to consult with your own attorney, especially if your
case presents significant issues regarding children, child support, alimony,
retirement or pension rights, assets or liabilities.

| CANNOT READ ENGLISH. THIS NOTICE WAS READ TO ME BY:
IN .
(NAME) (LANGUAGE).

| CAN READ ENGLISH

SIGNATURE



CASE NO.

NOTICE OF LIMITATIONS OF SERVICES PROVIDED

The personnel in the self-help program are not acting as your lawyer or
providing legal advice to you.

Self-help personnel are not acting on behalf of the court or any judge. The
presiding judge in your case may require amendment of a form or
substitution of a different form. The judge is not required to grant the
relief requested in a form.

The personnel in this self-help program cannot tell you what your legal
rights or remedies are, represent you in court, or tell you how to testify in
court.

Self-help services are available to all persons who are or will be parties to a
family law case.

The information that you give to and receive from self-help personnel is not
confidential and may be subject to disclosure at a later date. If another
person involved in your case seeks assistance from the self-help program,
that person will be given the same type of assistance that you receive.

In all cases, it is best to consult with your own attorney, especially if your
case presents significant issues regarding children, child support, alimony,
retirement or pension rights, assets or liabilities.

| CANNOT READ ENGLISH. THIS NOTICE WAS READ TO ME BY:
IN .
(NAME) (LANGUAGE).

| CAN READ ENGLISH

SIGNATURE



INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FORM 12.902(d)
UNIFORM CHILD CUSTODY JURISDICTION AND ENFORCEMENT ACT
(UCCJEA) AFFIDAVIT
(02/18)

When should this form be used?

This form should be used in any case involving parental responsibility for, custody of, or time-sharing or
visitation with, any minor child(ren). This affidavit is required even if the parental responsibility for,
custody of, or time-sharing or visitation with, the minor child(ren) is not in dispute.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. After completing this form, you should sign the form
before a notary public or deputy clerk. You should then file it with the clerk of the circuit court in the
county where the petition was filed and keep a copy for your records.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING

The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file.
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed

What should I do next?

A copy of this form must be mailed, e-mailed, or hand delivered to the other party in your case, if it is
not served on him or her with your initial papers.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION

After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving pleadings
by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link to the Rules of
Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules of Court in the

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction
and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit (02/18)
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A-Z Topical Index.

SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT
REQUIRED TO DO SO. If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made.

To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears. Please
CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme Court
Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516.

Where can I look for more information?

Before proceeding, you should read General Information for Self-Represented Litigants found at the
beginning of these forms. The words that are in bold underline in these instructions are defined there.
For further information, see sections 61.501-61.542, Florida Statutes.

Special notes...

With this form, you must also file a Notice of Confidential Information within Court Filing, Florida Rules
of Judicial Administration Appendix to Rule 2.420 Form.

Effective October 1, 2008, terms such as custodial parent, noncustodial parent, primary residential
parent, secondary residential parent, and visitation were removed from Chapter 61, Florida Statutes;
however, because the UCCIEA uses the terms, custody and visitation, they are included in this form.
Parents must develop a Parenting Plan that includes, among other things, their time-sharing schedule
with the minor child(ren). If the parents cannot agree, a parenting plan will be established by the Court.

If you are the petitioner in an injunction for protection against domestic violence case and you have filed
a Request for Confidential Filing of Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.980(h), you should write confidential in any space on this form that would require you to write the
address where you are currently living.

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill out
these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules
of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms
also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every
form he or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction
and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit (02/18)



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:
Division:
Petitioner, ’
and
Respondent.'

UNIFORM CHILD CUSTODY JURISDICTION AND ENFORCEMENT ACT

(UCCJEA) AFFIDAVIT
I, {full legal name} , being sworn, certify that the following
statements are true:
1. The number of minor child(ren) subject to this proceeding is . The name, place of

birth, birth date, and sex of each child; the present address, periods of residence, and places
where each child has lived within the past five (5) years; and the name, present address, and
relationship to the child of each person with whom the child has lived during that time are:

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE ABOUTCHILD # _ 1 :

Child’s Full Legal Name:

Place of Birth: Date of Birth: Sex:

Child’s Residence for the past 5 years:

Dates Address (including city and Name and present address of Relationship

(From/To) state) where child lived person child lived with to child
/present*

Y

_ ]/

Y

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit (02/18)



Y

* If you are the petitioner in an injunction for protection against domestic violence case and you have
filed a Request for Confidential Filing of Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form

12.980(h), you should write confidential in any space on this form that would require you to enter the
address where you are currently living.

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE ABOUT CHILD # :

Child’s Full Legal Name:

Place of Birth:

Date of Birth:

Child’s Residence for the past 5 years:

Sex:

Dates Address (including city and Name and present address of Relationship
(From/To) state) where child lived person child lived with to child
/present
_J
_J
]/
_ ]
]/
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE ABOUT CHILD # :
Child’s Full Legal Name:
Place of Birth: Date of Birth: Sex:
Child’s Residence for the past 5 years:
Dates Address (including city and Name and present address of Relationship
(From/To) state) where child lived person child lived with to child
/present

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit (02/18)




2. Participation in custody or time-sharing proceeding(s):

[Ci e only one]
ﬁ | HAVE NOT participated as a party, witness, or in any capacity in any other litigation or
custody proceeding in this or any other state, jurisdiction, or country, concerning parental
responsibility for, custody of, or time-sharing or visitation with a child subject to this
proceeding.

|:| | HAVE participated as a party, witness, or in any capacity in any other litigation or
custody proceeding in this or another state, jurisdiction, or country, concerning parental
responsibility for, custody of, or time-sharing or visitation with a child subject to this proceeding.
Explain:
a. Name of each child:

Type of proceeding:

b
c. Court and state:
d. Date of court order or judgment (if any):

3. Information about custody or time-sharing proceeding(s):
[Choose only one]
| HAVE NO INFORMATION of any parental responsibility, custody, time-sharing, or
visitation proceeding pending in a court of this or any other state, jurisdiction, or country
concerning a child subject to this proceeding.

|:| | HAVE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION concerning a parental responsibility, custody,
time-sharing, or visitation proceeding pending in a court of this or another state concerning a
child subject to this proceeding, other than set out in item 2. Explain:
a. Name of each child involved in said litigation:

Type of proceeding:

Court and state:

Date of court order or judgment (if any):

®ao0o

Case Number:

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
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4. Persons not a party to this proceeding:
[Choose only one]
| DO NOT KNOW OF ANY PERSON in this or any other state, jurisdiction, or country, who
is not a party to this proceeding and who has physical custody or claims to have parental
responsibility for, custody of, or time-sharing or visitation with respect to any child subject to
this proceeding.

|:| | KNOW THAT THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSON(S), not a party to this proceeding,
has (have) physical custody or claim(s) to have parental responsibility for, custody of, or time-
sharing or visitation with respect to any child subject to this proceeding:
a. Name and address of person:

_E: has physical custody

| claims parental responsibility or custody rights
[ claims time-sharing or visitation

Name of each child:

Relationship to child, if any:

b. Name and address of person:

has physical custody

claims parental responsibility or custody rights
claims time-sharing or visitation

Name of each child:

Relationship to child, if any:

c¢. Name and address of person:

L[ has physical custody

[ claims parental responsibility or custody rights
[ claims time-sharing or visitation

Name of each child:

Relationship to child, if any:

5. Knowledge of prior child support proceedings:
[Choose only one]
The child(ren) described in this affidavit are NOT subject to existing child support
order(s) in this or any other state, jurisdiction, or country..

I:I The child(ren) described in this affidavit are subject to the following existing child
support order(s):
a. Name of each child:
b. Type of proceeding:
c. Court and address:
d. Date of court order/judgment (if any):

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
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e. Amount of child support ordered to be paid and by whom:

6. lacknowledge that | have a continuing duty to advise this Court of any parental responsibility,
custody, time-sharing or visitation , child support, or guardianship proceeding (including
dissolution of marriage, separate maintenance, child neglect, or dependency) concerning the
child(ren) in this state or any other state about which information is obtained during this
proceeding.

7. A completed Notice of Confidential Information within Court Filing, Florida Rules of Judicial
Administration Appendix to Rule 2.420 Form, is filed with this Affidavit.

| certify that a copy of this document was ([_]) e-served (|:|) mailed (D) faxed and mailed
(|:|) hand delivered to the person(s) listed below on {date}

Other party or his/her attorney:
Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip:
Fax Number:
Designated E-mail Address(es):

| understand that | am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this
affidavit and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/or
imprisonment.

Dated:

Signature of Party
Printed Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone Number:

Fax Number:

Designated E-mail Address(es):

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF

Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on by

NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit (02/18)



[Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or clerk.]
Personally known
Produced identification
Type of identification produced

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:

[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the {choose only one} Petitioner Respondent
This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual} )
{name of business} )
{address} ,
{city} J{state} , {zip code} ,{telephone number}

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit (02/18)



INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FORM 12.912(b), AFFIDAVIT OF MILITARY SERVICE (11/15)

When should this form be used?

An Affidavit of Military Service is required in every case where the Respondent has not filed an answer or
appearance. The purpose is to protect the men and women serving in the U.S. military from having a
court judgment entered against them without first receiving notice of the lawsuit and a chance to defend
the case.

You should use this form when ALL of the following statements are true:

e The other person in your case has been served, whether by personal service or constructive
service.

e The other person in your case has not responded to your petition.
e You are requesting that the court enter a default judgment against the other person.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. After completing this form, you should sign the form
before a notary public or deputy clerk. You must file the original of this form with the clerk of the circuit
court when you file your Motion for Default, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.922(a).
You must also attach copies of all verifications of nonmilitary service that you received from each branch
of the United States’ military service. You should keep a copy for your records.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING

The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file.
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION

After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving pleadings
by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link to the Rules of
Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules of Court in the
A-Z Topical Index.

SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT

REQUIRED TO DO SO. If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made.
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http://www.flcourts.org/

To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears. Please
CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme Court
Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration2.516.

Special notes...

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill out these
forms, that person must give you a copy of Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules of
Procedure Form 12.900 (a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms also
must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every form
he or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.912(b), Affidavit of Military Service (11/15)



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:
Division:
Petitioner, '
and
Respondent, '

AFFIDAVIT OF MILITARY SERVICE
I, {full legal name} , am the Petitioner in
this case. To support my application for a default judgment and to comply with the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act (SCRA) (formerly known as Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940), | swear or affirm that
the following information is true:
{Please choose only one}

|:| | know of my own personal knowledge that the Respondent IS on active duty in the military
service of the United States.

I:l | know of my own personal knowledge that Respondent IS NOT now on active duty in the military
service of the United States, nor has the Respondent been on active military service of the United States
within a period of thirty (30) days immediately before this date. “Active Service” includes reserve
members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Marines who have been ordered to report for
active duty and members of the Florida National Guard who have been ordered to report to active duty
for a period of more than thirty (30) days.

I:I | have contacted the military services of the United States and the U.S. Public Health Service and
have obtained certificates showing that the Respondent is not on active duty status. These certificates
are attached.

I:l | have attempted to determine the military status of the Respondent, but do not have sufficient
information. This is what | have done to determine whether or not Respondent is on active duty in the
United States military:

| have no reason to believe that s/he is on active duty at this time.
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| understand that | am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this
affidavit and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/or
imprisonment.

Dated:

Signature of Petitioner
Printed Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip:
Telephone Number:
Fax Number:
Designated E-mail Address(es):

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF

Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on by

NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK

[Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or
clerk.]

Personally known

Produced identification

Type of identification produced

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:
[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Petitioner.

This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual},
{name of business}
{address}
{city} {state}

, {zip code} ,{telephone number}
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA FAMILY LAW RULES OF PROCEDURE
FORM 12.900(h), NOTICE OF RELATED CASES (11/13)

When should this form be used?

Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.545(d) requires the petitioner in a family law case to file
with the court a notice of related cases, if any. Your circuit may also require this form to be filed
even if there are no related cases. A case is considered related if

e it involves the same parties, children, or issues and is pending when the family law
case is filed; or

e it affects the court’s jurisdiction to proceed; or

e an order in the related case may conflict with an order on the same issues in the
new case; or

e an order in the new case may conflict with an order in the earlier case.

This form is used to provide the required notice to the court.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. It must be filed with the clerk of the circuit
court with the initial pleading in the family law case.

What should I do next?

A copy of the form must be served on the presiding judges, either the chief judge or the family
law administrative judge, and all parties in the related cases. You should also keep a copy for
your records. Service must be in accordance with Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516.

Where can I look for more information?

Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self-Represented Litigants”
found at the beginning of these forms. The words that are in “bold underline” in these
instructions are defined there. For further information, see Florida Rule of Judicial
Administration 2.545(d).

Special notes...

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill
out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida

Instructions for Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(h), Notice of Related Cases (11/13)



Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping
you fill out these forms must also put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the
bottom of the last page of every form he or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(h), Notice of Related Cases (11/13)



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

1.

IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:
Division:
Petitioner,
and
Respondent.

NOTICE OF RELATED CASES

Petitioner submits this Notice of Related Cases as required by Florida Rule of Judicial Administration
2.545(d). A related case may be an open or closed civil, criminal, guardianship, domestic violence,
juvenile delinquency, juvenile dependency, or domestic relations case. A case is “related” to this
family law case if it involves any of the same parties, children, or issues and it is pending at the time
the party files a family case; if it affects the court’s jurisdiction to proceed; if an order in the related
case may conflict with an order on the same issues in the new case; or if an order in the new case
may conflict with an order in the earlier litigation.

[check one only]
Q There are no related cases.
] The following are the related cases (add additional pages if necessary):

Related Case No. 1
Case Name(s):
Petitioner

Respondent
Case No.: Division:

Type of Proceeding: [check all that apply]

_L_| Dissolution of Marriage L_I| Paternity

_|:|_ Custody Adoption

_|:|_ Child Support Modification/Enforcement/Contempt Proceedings
Juvenile Dependency Juvenile Delinquency

E:Termination of Parental Rights Criminal

[ ] Domestic/Sexual/Dating/Repeat Mental Health
Violence or Stalking Injunctions Other {specify}
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State where case was decided or is pending: Florida Other: {specify}

Name of Court where case was decided or is pending (for example, Fifth Circuit Court, Marion
County, Florida):
Title of last Court Order/Judgment (if any):
Date of Court Order/Judgment (if any):

Relationship of cases check all that apply]:
_L | pending case involves same parties, children, or issues;

[ may affect court’s jurisdiction;

order in related case may conflict with an order in this case;
order in this case may conflict with previous order in related case.
Statement as to the relationship of the cases:

Related Case No. 2
Case Name(s):
Petitioner
Respondent
Case No.: Division:

Type of Proceeding: [check all that apply]

_L_I Dissolution of Marriage _L_1 Paternity
Custody Adoption
_L_1 Child Support Modification/Enforcement/Contempt Proceedings
Juvenile Dependency Juvenile Delinquency
Termination of Parental Rights || Criminal
Domestic/Sexual/Dating/Repeat || Mental Health
Violence or Stalking Injunctions Other {specify}
State where case was decided or is pending: ____ Florida ____ Other: {specify}

Name of Court where case was decided or is pending (for example, Fifth Circuit Court, Marion
County, Florida):
Title of last Court Order/Judgment (if any):
Date of Court Order/Judgment (if any):

Relationship of cases check all that apply]:
D pending case involves same parties, children, or issues;
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may affect court’s jurisdiction;
order in related case may conflict with an order in this case;
order in this case may conflict with previous order in related case.

Statement as to the relationship of the cases:

Related Case No. 3
Case Name(s):
Petitioner

Respondent
Case No.: Division:

Tvpe of Proceeding: [check all that apply]

Dissolution of Marriage Paternity
Custody L_1 Adoption
Child Support _|:|_ Modification/Enforcement/Contempt Proceedings
Juvenile Dependency _|:|_Juvenile Delinquency
| Termination of Parental Rights _|:|_ Criminal

Domestic/Sexual/Dating/Repeat 1 Mental Health
Violence or Stalking Injunctions _|:|_Other {specify}

State where case was decided or is pending: ____ Florida ____ Other: {specify}

Name of Court where case was decided or is pending (for example, Fifth Circuit Court, Marion
County, Florida):
Title of last Court Order/Judgment (if any):
Date of Court Order/Judgment (if any):

o
®

ationship of cases check all that apply]:
pending case involves same parties, children, or issues;

|| may affect court’s jurisdiction;

order in related case may conflict with an order in this case;
order in this case may conflict with previous order in related case.
Statement as to the relationship of the cases:

2. I[c:hleck one only]

| do not request coordination of litigation in any of the cases listed above.
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_|:|_ | do request coordination of the following cases:

3. [check all that apply]
L1 Assignment to one judge
g Coordination of existing cases
will conserve judicial resources and promote an efficient determination of these cases
because:

4. The Petitioner acknowledges a continuing duty to inform the court of any cases in this or any other
state that could affect the current proceeding.

Dated:

Petitioner’s Signature

Printed Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone Number:

Fax Number:

E-mail Address(es):

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| CERTIFY that | delivered a copy of this Notice of Related Cases to the County
Sheriff’s Department or a certified process server for service on the Respondent, and [check all used]
() e-mailed (L) mailed ((_]hand delivered, a copy to {name} , who is the
[check all that apply] ((]) judge assigned to new case, (|:|) chief judge or family law administrative
judge, ([(]) {name} a party to the related case, (|:|) {name}

, a party to the related case on {date}

Signature of Petitioner/Attorney for Petitioner
Printed Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip:
Telephone Number:
Fax Number:

E-mail Address(es):
Florida Bar Number:
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IF ANONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:
[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the {choose only one}: (D Petitioner (|:|) Respondent.
This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual} ,
{name of business}

{address} ,
{city} {state} , {telephone number}
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